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The requirement for this funding was validated 
by the National Alzheimer’s Plan, a com-
prehensive Congressionally-directed initiative 
which serves as a blueprint to ensure that tax-
payer dollars are carefully invested in medical 
research. 

One in three seniors who die each year 
have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or de-
mentia, and the Center for Disease Control 
notes that it is the 6th leading cause of death 
in the United States. In addition to the terrible 
toll on individuals, the cost of treating Alz-
heimer’s will cost over $214 billion this year. 
With so much at stake, an investment of $200 
million in 2015 is clearly justified, and we must 
also continue to provide funding for Alz-
heimer’s research in future years. 

On behalf of South Texas families affected 
by Alzheimer’s, I urge my colleagues in Con-
gress to support increased funding for Alz-
heimer’s research. 
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IN HONOR OF PAMELA VON NESS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 14, 2014 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Ms. Pamela von Ness on 
the occasion of her retirement from thirty eight 
years of federal civilian service with the De-
partment of Defense. I have had the great 
pleasure of working with Pam during her ten-
ure as the Deputy Garrison Commander of the 
Presidio of Monterey. The Presidio garrison 
plays host to several thousand students and 
faculty of the Defense Language Institute as 
well as several other Army missions. Pam ef-
fectively served as the city manager of these 
dynamic communities. And it is in that capac-
ity that I and my staff came to understand and 
rely on Pam’s deep professionalism and prob-
lem solving skills. I would like to share with 
the House an excerpt from the Department of 
Defense Exceptional Civilian Service Award 
given to Pam in recognition of her service: 

‘‘During the period of August 2003 to No-
vember 2013, Ms. von Ness distinguished her-
self while serving as the Deputy Garrison 
Commander, United States Army Garrison, 
Presidio of Monterey California. Throughout 
Ms. von Ness’ outstanding 38 years of Civil 
Service, she has had a long-standing record 
of exceptionally distinguished performance. 
The culmination of her remarkably outstanding 
career has resulted in innumerable contribu-
tions to the local Presidio of Monterey commu-
nity and significant contributions to the Depart-
ment of the Army. Her dedicated efforts re-
sulted in numerous groundbreaking accom-
plishments, which set examples for cost sav-
ings and effectiveness, while delivering first 
class support to tenant organizations at the 
Presidio of Monterey and the fifteen functions 
and sub-installations the Presidio supports on 
the California Central Coast. Her extensive 
knowledge, expertise, and experience, cou-
pled with her dedication to mission accom-
plishment, have directly provided immeas-
urable benefit to the Installation Management 
Command and the United States Army.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in thanking Pam for her years of 
skilled, intelligent, and dedicated service to our 
nation’s defense. We wish Pam success and 
happiness in the next chapter of her life. 

HONORING THE 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
PENELOPE 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 14, 2014 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Daughters of Penelope on 
its 85th Anniversary and to recognize the or-
ganization’s civic contributions and commit-
ment to public service in the United States 
and abroad. 

Since its founding in 1929, the Daughters of 
Penelope has become a preeminent inter-
national women’s organization and affiliate of 
the American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association (AHEPA), the nation’s leading as-
sociation of American citizens of Hellenic herit-
age. Today there are 250 Daughters of Penel-
ope chapters around the world. 

I am especially proud to recognize the 
Daughters because I believe the organization 
embodies the spirit of philotimo; a conviction 
for civic duty and deep honor in volunteerism 
that all Hellenes strive to uphold. 

The Daughters of Penelope was first estab-
lished with the mission of improving the lives 
of all women and providing them the oppor-
tunity to make significant contributions to 
American society. Today, the organization 
strives to promote the ideals of ancient 
Greece: education, philanthropy, civic respon-
sibility, and family and individual excellence 
through community service and volunteerism. 

Through this enduring commitment to the 
philotimo ethic, the Daughters of Penelope 
has achieved remarkable accomplishments: 
providing educational opportunities for youth, 
tirelessly caring for the elderly and victims of 
domestic abuse, and raising funds for impor-
tant civic causes and medical research. Dem-
onstrating strong character, determination, and 
hard work, it’s no surprise that Daughters of 
Penelope members often rise to become lead-
ers in their respective professions, from gov-
ernment to business to the arts. 

On this 85th Anniversary, I congratulate the 
Daughters of Penelope for its tremendous ac-
complishments and thank the organization for 
its enduring commitment to public service. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF JAMES 
M. BOLES, ED.D. 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career and accomplishments of a 
distinguished member of my community and 
my friend, James M. Boles, Ed.D. Dr. Boles’s 
work and unwavering dedication to better the 
quality of life for those who need it most—the 
disabled, children, seniors, and their families— 
is a model and an inspiration. 

Dr. Boles served as the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of People, Inc., the largest 
non-profit human services agency in Erie 
County. On October 1, 2014, after thirty-three 
years spent growing this impressive organiza-
tion, he retired. 

When Dr. Boles began his tenure with Peo-
ple Inc. in 1981, the organization staffed 200 

people. Under his leadership, People Inc.’s 
budget has grown from $2 million to over $144 
million, an impressive feat in Western New 
York’s non-profit community. At his time of re-
tirement, Dr. Boles had the responsibility of 
overseeing more than 3,200 staff that assist 
over 12,000 individuals. 

A lifetime student and advocate for those 
with disabilities, Dr. Boles received his Doctor 
of Education and his Masters of Education de-
gree from Columbia University, and his Mas-
ters of Arts degree from Goddard College in 
Clinical Psychology. 

Dr. Boles has been a member of countless 
groups such as Commissioner’s Advisory 
Council on Intellectual and Developmental Dis-
abilities, the American Association of Marriage 
and Family Counselors, the National Con-
ference of Executives of Associations for Re-
tarded Citizens, National Rehabilitation Asso-
ciation, and the Buffalo Niagara Partnership. 
He was appointed to the President’s Com-
mittee for People with Intellectual Disabilities 
by President Bush in 2006, a committee that 
I had the pleasure of nominating him for once 
again. 

During my years as an elected official I 
have worked closely with Dr. Boles and Peo-
ple, Inc. The work they do is incredible and 
necessary. From creating and maintaining 
group homes across Western New York, eas-
ing the pain of families and individuals that 
need their care, to advocacy for the human 
services on local, state, and national levels, 
Dr. Boles was consistently at the forefront. As 
stigma surrounding the disabled decreases 
and awareness of conditions and care needed 
rises, it is in no small part due to the work of 
Dr. Boles. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to honor the amazing accomplishments 
of James M. Boles Ed.D. during his career 
and to congratulate him on the occasion of his 
retirement. I am certain his advocacy for those 
with disabilities will not cease with his retire-
ment from People Inc., and his enduring leg-
acy will impact our community for years to 
come. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
MICHAEL D. MIRALLES 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 14, 2014 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Lieutenant Colonel Michael 
D. Miralles and to recognize his lifetime of 
service to our country. 

On April 1, Lt. Colonel Miralles retired from 
the United States Air Force Reserve after 
twenty-nine years of sacrifice and service to 
this great nation. 

Prior to his service as an American airman, 
Lt. Colonel Miralles was as a Petroleum Engi-
neer and Polymer Chemist in Oil-Field Explo-
ration and Drilling Operations. In 1985 he 
graduated from OTS and has since served our 
country in many different capacities. In his last 
assignment, he worked as the Deputy Com-
mander of the 403rd Maintenance Group, Air 
Force Reserve Command, Keesler Air Force 
Base, Mississippi. 

For his distinguished leadership and meri-
torious service throughout his career, Lt. Colo-
nel Miralles has been awarded the Bronze 
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